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First Grade 
This month our class really learned some awesome concepts.  In Language Arts, we identified Proper Nouns and Pronouns.  
A Proper Noun is a special name for a Noun.  For instance, “Volkswagen (a car), President Obama (a man) and Mrs. Bryan 
(a woman)” are examples of Proper Nouns.  In addition, a Pronoun can replace a Noun.  We applied our understanding of 
Pronouns by learning a song (to the tune of B-I-N-G-0).  “We have a pronoun song to learn and this is how it goes .  .  . I, 
she, he, it, they . . . and don’t forget I and me.”   

 
In Mathematics we acquired the importance of “mental computation” which is “using your mind and not your fingers” to 
master subtraction facts.  Our class was extremely engaged in measuring and drawing line segments to the nearest half-inch, 
adding two digit numbers with a sum greater than 100, as well as representing numbers using “Base Ten Blocks.”  The spe-
cial names for “Base Ten Blocks” are: “1,000,” “100-flat,” “tens,” and “ones.”  We used our blocks to recognize count 
numbers up to 1,000.  Our mathematical adventures concluded with our class demonstrating telling and showing time to 
five-minute intervals. 

 
In Social Studies, our class discussed the great qualities of a “leader.”  A “leader is someone who does the right thing.”  In 
addition, he/she protects, saves people from danger, keeps his kingdom safe, helps people, and most importantly, he/she is 
an ambassador for the people . . . that’s like a messenger.”  One man who fit these unique attributes was “Dr. Martin King.”   
“He didn’t like segregation.”  “That means separate.”  Dr. King “and a lot of people marched quietly to end segregation.”  
And “today we can go to any school we want, drink from all water fountains.”  Our class paid a special visit to the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Center and we saw his jail cell, pictures of his family, and “the shoes he wore when he marched a lot.” 

 
Our Science was definitely a hands-on experience.  Did you know that our “planet earth is a big rock?”  And “rocks come 
from volcanoes, the ocean, and mountains.”  A rock is a solid and his has minerals which are natural solid chemicals.  Our 
class observed igneous rocks.  Pumice and obsidian rocks are igneous rocks “they come from the hot volcano.”  Next 
month, we will continue our learning all about rocks, soil, and fossils. 

 
We enjoyed analyzing and comprehending our new vocabulary terms.  Brain, branch, spear, torch, net, cavern, ape, dozen, 
flame and chimney are the terms we absorbed.  Next month lessons five and six are on the agenda. 

 
The training wheels in 1st grade are OFF!  We are studying “new” concepts that will enhance and strengthen our academic 
endeavors.  I am extremely proud of the handwriting improvement, reading, as well as the listening.  Parents I thank you 
very much for working diligently with your child.  Practice makes PROGRESS. 

Ms. Washington 

Photo on Right: Maya and Rolando observe “California Soil” and “Igneous Rock.” And to the left: Students view historical signs from the 
Civil Rights Movement. 
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We explained several Telephone Tips for 
when a student is on the telephone.  We 
practiced acting out situations on the phone 
and how to properly end a phone call. 
 
Kindergarten: 
"Don't Drop the Ball":  When you are having a 
conversation with someone, we taught the 
students how to keep the ball going by asking 
questions and listening to the answers.  Eve-
ryone had a chance to participate! (We actu-
ally rolled a tennis ball to keep it going!) 
 
Pre-K:  
We introduced the word 'conversation' and 
how to make conversation!  We encouraged 
the students to ask a nice question.  We dis-
cussed how to determine when question is 
nice or not.  Each student had an opportunity 
to ask a question and roll the ball to another 
student. 
 

,0<+�/,@=<�
18�0?<�D�&= �0?3&8�<�0?<�D�

�
<�����������������������	����
���������	���
���
�����	�	����	���B������������������
�����������������)����������#�������

	�����)����+����������	$�	�����������
����	��	����	��	����,����/������

3������	����=������ �
"������������������4�7���

(������������8���������

����1�����

�
In math we worked on telling and showing time to the  min-
ute, rounding numbers to the nearest hundred, estimating 
the sums and differences of three digit numbers, adding and 
subtracting fractions, identifying ordinal numbers, writing 
money to $1000, writing checks, various coin combinations 
for a specific amount, and determining square roots of per-
fect squares. 

 In phonics we worked on ghost letter digraphs. A 
ghost letter digraph is a digraph (two letters that come to-
gether to make one sound) that contains a ghost letter 
(silent letter). We also learned two more division patterns: 
VCC/V, V/CCV and VCCCV. We use division patterns to 
divide words into syllables. We also worked on sight word 
list 3.  

 In language arts we are worked on verb tense. We 
know that the tense of a verb tells the time of the action. We 
also know that the subject and verb must agree. The correct 
form of the verb depends on the subject of the sentence. We 
learned that irregular verbs are verbs that do not end with ed 
to show the past tense (come-came, have-had, etc.). We 
also learned that some commonly misused irregular verbs 
are lay & lie, rise & raise, etc. We worked on identifying pro-
nouns both singular and plural.  

In social studies we learned about goods/services 
& producers/consumers. We learned about everyday eco-
nomics, earning and spending, creating a budget, bartering, 
and money in various countries (Japan-yen, Mexico-peso, 
South Africa-rand). We also came up with our very own 
products to sell to consumers and created advertisements to 
help sell them. At the end of our unit we created our very our 
very own commercials!  

In Science we really enjoyed learning about the 
food chain. We know that herbivores only eat plants, carni-
vores only eat meat, and omnivores eat both plants and 
meat. We know that we get our energy from eating food.  
We also learned about the earth and its crust. We learned 
about various types of landforms and how landforms are 
created. We even got a chance to make our very own volca-
noes erupt!!!!  

In reading we are continuing to work on reading 
comprehension. This month we worked on using context 
clues to help find the meaning to new word. We also worked 
on comparing and contrasting various ideas.  

We’ve really enjoyed the beginning or our 2nd se-
mester. The learning is becoming more challenging and the 
pace is picking up! 

 

Sincerely, 2nd grade Home of the Bucket Fillers �
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